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Following a week of activities, Courtwarming will be held this evening, Jan. 30, 
at Waynesville High School when the WHS Tigers take on the Glendale Falcons.  
The Courtwarming candidates and their grade level are as follows (left to right): 
Gracie Barkefelt (9); Nina Kizzee (10); Cheianne Felix (11); Janae’ Taylor (12); 
Resha Swanson (12); Chelsey Howser (12); and Ive Rios (12). 
Photo by WHS student Katelyn McCauley

    A survey will go out in February to 
some Pulaski County voters asking for 
their input about the school district.  
    Each voter within a household 
is asked to take the survey, if their 
household receives one of the postcards. 
The postcard directs voters to go to a 
website to complete the survey. Voters 
who are unable to access the survey 
online may call and take the survey over 
the phone or have a paper copy mailed 
to them. 
    If you receive one of the post cards, 
please take a moment to complete the 
survey.  There are just 8 questions.

    Student attendance continues to be a 
high priority for the Waynesville R-VI 
School District.  
    After the first semester, the district’s 
overall student attendance is at 89.2 
percent. To meet the state standards as 
outline in MSIP 5, the district must have 
90 percent of the students at school 90 
percent of the time. 
    Please encourage healthy students to 
be at school every day. 

89.2%

    The first Inclement weather day 
of the 2014-15 school year was used 
on Jan. 15, when an isolated storm 
dumped snow and ice onto Fort 
Leonard Wood, but completely missed 
Waynesville and St. Robert.. 
    The day will be made up on May 22.

School will be in 
session on May 22

Courtwarming
Survey is going 
out to voters

Wood Elementary fifth grade students swept the 
Martin Luther King Jr. art contest sponsored by 
the Noncommissioned Officers Academy on Fort 
Leonard Wood. Taking first place was Jordan 
Johnson with her artistic interpretation of King’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech. Taking second place 
and pictured above with her principal, Dr. Antiqua 
Hunter, is Mackenzi VanBeber. VanBeber’s artwork 
is at left. 



    Waynesville Middle School computer teacher Jena Hale and special education 
teachers Stephanie Peace and Kelly Howley were named the Teachers of the 
Quarter for second quarter through the Project Teach Recognition Program 
sponsored by Sellers-Sexton. Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton presented the trio 
with a $100 stipend during a Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting in 
recognition of their project “Pulaski County Then and Now.”  
    WMDS Interact Club students, who meet as part of Club TIGER, will use the 
funds to help create a calendar that provides information on historical places in 
Pulaski County. This will be the group’s second calendar.  

Waynesville Middle School teachers Kelly Howley, Stephanie Peace and 
Jena Hale receive the second quarter Teachers of the Quarter award from 
Mike Freeman of Sellers Sexton. 

WMDS teachers receive
teachers of the quarter awards

    Sixth Grade teachers from the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center spent 
the evening of Jan. 14 serving their 
students in a whole new way.  Teachers 
were dishing up food from 5 to 8 
p.m. for students, parents and other 
customers at Culver’s.   
    Whether patrons dined in or drove 
through, Culver’s graciously 
donated 10 percent of the proceeds 
to the WSGC technology department.  
The funds will be used to purchase 
laptops for student use.
    The support from students, 
parents and the community was 
fantastic, as the restaurant and 
parking lot stayed full the majority 
of the time.  WSGC staff worked hard 
to earn extra money for resources for 
their students. They appreciate the 

Caleb Rodriguez was recognized 
for being named to All State Soccer 
during the Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education meeting in January by 
Mike Armstrong, WHS head boys 
soccer coach. The boys soccer team 
is the first in the school’s history 
to win a district championship. 
Rodriguez broke several individual 
records – 7 goals in one game; a 
season total of 33 goals and earned 
77 points during the season. Among 
the other records, the Tigers also set 
a team mark of 11 goals in a game. 

Kallie Bildner and some of her 
friends celebrated after she hit her 
1,000th high school career basket as 
a junior earlier this season. 

support of the management and staff at 
Culver’s Restaurant in St. Robert.  

Sixth grade teachers serve up food during fundraiser

Waynesville Sixth Grade Center teachers 
and staff serving at Culver’s in St. Robert. 
It was also an opportunity for some team-
building. 



Super Sessions bring praise to WMDS and WCC

Dr. Brian Henry meets each month with a school to give the staff an update and praise them for their work. Above, left, he 
visited with Waynesville Middle School staff just before the holidays and at right, he visited with the staff of the Waynesville 
Career Center earlier this month. 

    During his Super Session at the Waynesville Career Center, 
Dr. Brian Henry praised the:
– staff’s work on COE accreditation
– JROTC Drill Team’s success. For the first time ever, the 
cadets will be attending the Army Nationals Championships 
Competition in Louisville, Kentucky on April 11
– TV journalism class for earning recognition from the City 
of Waynesville for producing a video promoting the City of 
Waynesville for KY3.
– tours being held at the WCC to actively promote their 
programs and College and Career Readiness for Waynesville 
6th, 7th and 8th graders and all 10th graders, including area 
students
– efforts to have every student read at least one book per 
semester, which will help students develop a love of reading and 
increase their vocabulary
– the efforts of all teachers to make the English embedded credit 
and vocabulary instruction a success 
– added steps to meet the needs of special education students

   The Rotary Club of Pulask 
County named George Forbes 
III, as the Waynesville Middle 
School Student of the Month 
for December and Charlene 
Noble as the Student of the 
Month for January. 
    Forbes, an eighth grader and 
the son of George and 
Yuvadi Forbes, is an A student 
with perfect attendance. He is also a member of the National 
Junior Honor Society and an active participant in soccer and 
basketball for the community sports leagues.  His teachers 
describe his character as being kind, respectful and committed 
to his academic success.

    During his Super Session in December at Waynesville Middle 
School, Dr. Brian Henry praised the:
– staff for the dramatic decrease in discipline referrals. By 
emphasizing positive behavior, discipline referrals have 
decreased by 76%. 
– teacher attendance. Teacher attendance has increased by 54%.
– increase in student attendance. Student attendance reached 
94% just before the holidays. 
– Stephanie Peace, Kelly Howley and Jena Hale for receiving 
the Project Teach Grant.
– entire staff for implementing a Focus Room for students who 
need to complete missing assignments. Forty students utilize the 
tutors in the FR daily. 
– implementation of Saturday Prep School for struggling 
students to receive tutoring. About 35 children are served every 
Saturday through this program. 
– work toward college and career readiness, including having 
8th grade students tour the WCC to find our more about career 
and technical education opportunities 

Rotary names 
students of month

    Noble, an eighth grader and the daughter of Richard and Aileen 
Noble, is also an A student with perfect attendance.  She is a 2nd 
quarter Truman Reader Award winner.  Her teachers describe her 
as being an exceptionally diligent student who is meticulous in her 
studies. She is also punctual and prepared for class.

Rotary Club President Don Murray, Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Michele Sumter, 
WMDS principal, present the award to George Forbes III. At right, Murray presents the award to 
Charlene Noble, whose biggest fan – her little sister  – is in her arms.  



    Waynesville students were among 
more than 4,500 first-year FFA members 
from 300-plus Missouri High Schools 
who had the opportunity to learn about 
being positive role models, learning to 
get involved, making sound choices, 
becoming active team members and 
making a positive difference in their 
lives, school and community at the 
annual Greenhand Motivational 
Conferences. These conferences, 
presented by the state FFA officers 
and sponsored by MFA Incorporated, 
were held Jan. 6-9, 2015, throughout 
Missouri.  
    Through interactive workshops and 
skits the state FFA officers encouraged 
first-year FFA members to explore 
and reach outside their comfort zone 
for the opportunities provided through 
FFA membership. They helped the new 
agriculture students set goals for their 
education, careers, and FFA experience. 
    Eighteen conferences were held at 13 
different locations throughout the state, 
including the Waynesville Career Center 
on Jan. 6.
    The FFA is a national youth 
organization of more than 610,000 
student members preparing for 
leadership and careers in the science, 

business and technology of agriculture 
with 339 chapters and more than 25,800 
members in Missouri.  The FFA strives 
to make a positive difference in the lives 

The State Officers of the Missouri FFA Association recently conducted 
18 Greenhand Motivational Conferences in Missouri, including one at the 
Waynesville Career Center on Jan. 6.  MFA Incorporated helped sponsor the 
conferences.  Seated from left to right are: Past Vice President Tanner Adkins, 
West Nodaway; Vice President Carson Priddle, Doniphan; Vice President Paul 
Shanks, Belle; Vice President Claire Silvers, El Dorado Springs; Secretary Nora 
Faris, Concordia; and Vice President Samantha Marre, Elsberry.  Standing: Blayne 
Kelley, Waynesville Chapter Reporter Justen Leifer, Zachery Litteken, Manuel 
Diaz, Eromo Aligbe, Waynesville Chapter Vice President Evan York, Joseph 
Cartwright, Alec Chapman, Tyler Hulett, Hunter Carroll, Brandon Burkett, CJ 
Parker, Zackary Laszacs, Megan Shea, and Waynesville Chapter President Jesse 
Laughlin.  Photo by Tyler Partridge, Waynesville Chapter Sentinel

of students by developing their potential 
for premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success through agricultural 
education.

Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman 
issued a proclamation honoring 
School Board Recognition Week Jan. 
25-31. She recognized Waynesville 
R-VI’s Board of Education members 
for their countless hours of voluntary 
public service to an excellent school 
system. 

FFA hosts greenhorn motivational conference at WCC

Earlier this month, 
Waynesville High School 
students Cezar Gervacio 
(trumpet) and Jacob Meza 
(keyboard) were among 
the students selected to 
participate in the Central 
District High School Jazz 
Band. Rehearsals started 
at 8:30 a.m. and continued 
until 5 that evening when the 
Central District Middle School 
Band performed, followed by 
the jazz bands. Waynesville 
High School hosted the event. 



Diamond Thomas signed 
to play softball with the 
Fontbonne Griffins. With 
her at her signing was 
(back to front, from left) 
Waynesville coach Kelly 
Jackson, Fontbonne 
Admissions Counselor 
Jeff Zelenovich, 
Waynesville assistant 
coach Jodi Jones, mother 
Tracey Hayes and father 
Charles Hayes.

Jim Warren of the Good Samaritan Resource Center is surrounded by sixth grade 
students holding coats, hats and other cold-weather items. Students in the Sixth 
Grade Center collected the items as a service learning project and to help keep 
others warm throughout the winter. 

    Christian Cope, a Waynesville sixth 
grader and LEAP student, has been 
selected to attend the National Young 
Leaders Conference in Washington, 
D.C., this summer. 
    He was one of several LEAP students 
nominated for the opportunity by their 
teacher, Mrs. Laughlin, but Cope was 
the only one selected. 
    The theme of this 
year’s conference is: 
Voices of Leadership: 
Reflecting on the Past 
and Create the Future. 
Students attending 
the conference will 
enhance and develop 
their leadership traits. Through 
interaction with other peers from across 
the nation and faculty advisors, they 
will meet in national leadership focus 
groups to discuss and apply these 
important skills and attributes. They 
will be given the opportunity to enhance 
writing, public speaking, and discussion 
skills and directly apply what they learn 
to an advocacy project. 
    They will tour the nation’s capitol 
and local historical museums and 
memorials. They will also meet with 
public leaders and interact with top 
instructors in the educational field.    
    “This opportunity is quite an honor 
and we are very proud Christian will be 
attending on behalf of our Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center!” says Marsha 
Smith, WSGC principal. “What a great 
example of leadership Christian is 
setting for the future.”  

Top left, WHS boys and girls basketball 
players received a “general” lesson on 
being resilient and goal-setting from 
Maj. Gen. Leslie Smith, commanding 
general of Fort Leonard Wood.  He spoke 
with the teams in preparation for their 
Courtwarming activities. Above, Dwayne 
Morton took on Smith in a pickup game 
following his visit with the students. At 
left, Smith encouraged the WHS Tigers 
to do their best on their final game in the 
Bass Pro Tournament of Champions in 
Springfield.

Cope to attend 
national 
conference

WHS cheerleaders create an uplifting 
environment at games, sometimes by 
being upside down. 


